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SUB J : JORDAN UNRWA TEACHER S STRIKE POSTPONED 

1. SUMMARY: FOLLOWING INTERVENTION OF PRIME MIN RIFAI, JORDANIAN 
UNRWA TEACHERS (ABOUT 5,000 IN NUMBER) HAVE POSTPONED THREATENED 
STRIKE. END SUMMARY. 

2. JORDANIAN PRESS ANNOUNCED MAY 9 THAT UNRWA TEACHER'S EXEC- 
UTIVE COMMITTEE CONVENED MEETING MAY 8 WITH PRIME MIN RIFAI, 

MIN ED AND MIN DEVELOPMENT (IN CHARGE OF REFUGEE AFFAIRS). PM 
RIFAI REPORTED TO PRESS ON MEETING WITH UNRWA HIGH COMM SIR 
JOHN RENNIE WHOM PM RIFAI HAD SOMMONED TO AMMAN "FOR PURPOSE OF 
GRANTING COST OF LIVING ALLOWANCE TO UNRWA TEACHERS". PM ALSO 
REPORTEDLY ADVISED UNRWA TEACHERS TO " KE EP DOOR OF DIALOGUE 
OPEN" AND TO POSTPONE STRIKE. 

3. COMMENT: THREATENED STRIKE RAISED TWO MAJOR ISSUES. FIRST 
ISSUE IS POSSIBLE EFFECT ON JORDANIAN INTERNAL SITUATION. 

SUSPENSION OF CLASSES WITHIN REFUGEE CAMPS AND STRIKE BY 
PREDOMINANTLY PALESTINIAN TEACHERS COULD CAUSE SIGNIFICANT 
PUBLIC RELATIONS IF NOT INTERNAL SECURITY PROBLEM FOR PRESENT 
GOVERNMENT. IN ORDER MINIMIZE ADVERSE EFFECTS ON GOJ, PM RIFAI 
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ADMINISTRATORS, WHILE PROMOTING MEDIATOR ROLE OF GOJ. ALTHOUGH 
PM RIFAI'S PRELIMINARY POSITION MAY BE PRIMARILY TACTICAL, 

UNDER PRESENT COURSE GOJ RUNS RISK OF RAISING TEACHERS' 
EXPECTATIONS FOR PAY INCREASE DESPITE FACT UNRWA'S CURRENT 
FINANCIAL SITUATION CANNOT MEET SUCH DEMANDS. 

4. SECOND ISSUE THEREFORE RELATES TO UNRWA FINANCING. 

IN CONVERSATION WITH AMBASSADOR, SIR JOHN RENNIE INDICATED 
THAT GRANTING JORDANIAN UNRWA TEACHERS' COST OF LIVING 
INCREASE WOULD REQUIRE GIVING SIMILAR INCREASES TO UNRWA 
TEACHERS IN LEBANON AND SYRIA, THEREBY INCREASING TOTAL 
ANNUAL UNRWA COSTS BY ONE AND ONE HALF MILLION DOLLARS. 

SIR JOHN CLAIMS SUCH AN INCREASE IS A FISCAL IMPOSSIBILITY 
GIVEN UNRWA'S WELL-KNOWN CURRENT BUDGET DIFFICULTIES. ON 
SUBSTANCE OF LABOR DISPUTE SIR JOHN STATED UNRWA'S BELIEF 
THAT UNRWA TEACHERS STILL RECEIVE HIGHER TOTAL COMPENSATION 
THAN EQUIVALENT TEACHERS IN GOJ EDUCATION SYSTEM, ALTHOUGH HE 
ADMITTED FEBRUARY GOJ TEACHER PAY INCREASE HAS NARROWED 
GAP. 

5. WE EXPECT DISPUTE WILL CONTINUE TO DEVELOP IN FOLLOWING 
WEEKS. PICKERING 
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